
TOWN OF NORTH HARMONY
TOWN BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, 6/14/10, 8:00 PM

SALLY P. CARLSON, SUPERVISOR PRESENT
RALPH WHITNEY, COUNCILMAN PRESENT
ART THOMAS, COUNCILMAN PRESENT
FRANK STOW, COUNCILMAN PRESENT
DICK SENA, COUNCILMAN PRESENT

OTHERS PRESENT: Jay Gould, Legislator; Gary Ryan, Highway Sup’t.; Dave Stapleton, Attorney;
Howard Peacock, Justice; Brad Lawson, Zoning CEO; Penny Best, Deputy Town Clerk; Robin Miller,
Bookkeeper; Clayton & Helen Emick, Betty Ryan, Nancy Thomas, Town Clerk
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. THOMAS AND SECONDED BY MR. SENA, THE MINUTES
OF THE 5/10/10, TOWN BOARD MEETING WERE ACCEPTED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Mrs. Best noted that construction on the new Ashville Fire District Station II is coming along and the
building looks really nice.
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Mrs. Carlson said the following correspondence has been received and is available for review.

1. NYS ORPS – EQUALIZATION RATE AT 97.5%

2. NYS BRIDGE AND CULVERT MAINTENANCE CONFERENCE POSTPONED – NEW
DATE 6/15/11

3. TIME WARNER
Cable receivers will need to obtain two way capable digital cable equipment.

4. INDEPENDENT HEALTH (info on age 26 coverage expansion)

5. CHAUT. CO. FINANCE – MORTGAGE TAX REC’D. $25,765.02 ( UP $4,386.94)

6. C.J. BROWN ENERGY – ENERGY AUDIT (Final copy of review available)

7. TOLMAN ENGINEERING – STOW AREA STORM WATER PROJECT
Mrs. Carlson said Tolman Engineering did a nice release on the Stow Area Storm Water Treatment

project and is distributing it.

8. CHAUTAUQUA CO. BOARD OF ELECTIONS
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Mrs. Carlson said the BOE sent a letter of thanks for the use of the Community Building as a polling
place and notice that Ashville Fire Station #2 will be the future polling place for North Harmony residents.

9. ASSESSOR – APRIL SALES
Most properties continue to sell for more than they are assessed for.

10. ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS – NEW DIRECTORY

11. CHAUT. CO. DPF - RAMSEY RD. BRIDGE #815 CLOSED FOR REPAIRS BETWEEN
MORLEY & OPEN MEADOWS ROADS, EFF. 6/3/10

12. NEWSLETTERS: Capitol Watch News Rainforest Alliance – Forest Mgmt.
E&M Engineers The Shed Sheet - CWC
STW – Municipal News ECCB – The Partnership BOCES
BS&K – Employee Benefits Summer Wind – Schedule

13. Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes 5/26/10

14. NYS-DEC – NORTH HARMONY TRANSFER STATION INSPECTION 5/24/10
Mrs. Carlson said the report indicated that litter on the ground needs to be picked up; otherwise the

facility was found to be in good shape. She said the Highway Dept. removed 3 front end loader buckets full
of trash that had been illegally dumped. She said the town needs to do something about a security camera so
that illegal dumpers can be identified and prosecuted. She said Mr. Ryan was going to investigate whether or
not a game motion camera would be detailed enough to be used for this purpose or whether something more
sophisticated is needed.

Mr. Sena suggested the metal roll offs be covered with something (i.e. tarp) by Penhollow Disposal if
they are to be left at the highway garage all week long.

Mrs. Carlson said she would discuss the issue with Mr. Penhollow.
Mr. Ryan said if the roll off is covered, they will just throw it on the ground.
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� CWC – GOOSE CREEK LAND PURCHASE – Proposed development of parking lot, etc.
moved to Busti site

� TIM RICE – ABANDONED ROADWAY PURCHASE
Mr. Sena said he has spoken to Mr. Rice and requested a realistic amount be determined for the

purchase price of the property. He said Mr. Rice suggested a price of $1,200.00 and said he would cover all
associated expenses for the transaction.
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED THAT THE TOWN OF NORTH HARMONY SELL AN
ABANDONED ROAD RIGHT OF WAY IN STOW TO TIM RICE FOR A SUM OF $1,200.00
WITH THE STIPULATION THAT MR. RICE COVER ALL ASSOCIATED COSTS OF THE
TRANSACTION.

Discussion:
Mr. Ryan said he thought anytime a road was abandoned it reverted back to the property owner.
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Mrs. Carlson said it depends on how the deed is written. She said she understands that sometimes
deeds are written so that the property owner owns to the center of the road. She said Mr. Rice
already owns the properties on either side of the ROW and his deed may say that, but he has not
indicated that to the town. She said he would probably be the only one who would have that claim.

MR. THOMAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

� BOCES HEWES SEWER IMPROVEMENT DIST.
Mr. Stapleton said the involved parties have been negotiating an inter-governmental agreement for

quite some time and at this point the draft documents have all been reviewed by council for all parties. He
gave a brief description of the project. He said at this time he is asking the board to approve the inter-
governmental agreement in the form reviewed and the sanitary sewer easement.
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE BOCES HEWES CENTER SEWER
IMPROVEMENT AREA INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT AND SANITARY SEWER
EASEMENT DOCUMENTS. MR. THOMAS SECONDED. MR. THOMAS, YES; MR.
WHITNEY, YES; MRS. CARLSON, YES; MR. STOW, ABSTAIN; MR. SENA, YES. THE
MOTION WAS CARRIED.

� ADVERTISMENT FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF BOCES HEWES SEWER
IMPROVEMENT AREA 1
Mr. Stapleton said Mark Alianello the engineer for the project has provided a packet of materials

which includes general conditions for contractors; conditions for contractors; instructions for bidders and a
proposed advertisement for bids. He said the specifications for bids are complete and a packet will be
provided to the Town Clerk for review by potential bidders.
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MR. SENA MOTIONED TO AUTHORIZE THE SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE ALL
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO ALLOW THE ENGINEERS TO MOVE FORWARD WITH
THE BIDDING PROCESS AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS THROUGH THE TOWN CLERKS
OFFICE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF BOCES HEWES SEWER IMPROVEMENT AREA 1.
BIDS WILL BE OPENED ON JULY 8, 2010, AT 11:00 AM AT THE COMMUNITY BUILDING.
MR. WHITNEY SECONDED. MR. THOMAS, YES; MR. WHITNEY, YES; MRS. CARLSON,
YES; MR. STOW, ABSTAIN; MR. SENA, YES. THE MOTION WAS CARRIED.

� BAN – SUNRISE COVE – Renewed 5/21/10 Principle $149,000; Int. 3.24%

� TIRE AMNESTY
Mrs. Thomas said she had checked with neighboring towns and they were informing residents that

they could dispose of their tires at the landfill at a cost of $3.00/tire.
After general discussion, the board decided that residents would need to dispose of tires at the

landfill. The Town Clerk agreed to place a notice on the town’s website regarding the matter.

� REGNER PROPERTY
Mrs. Carlson thanked Mr. Ryan for having Bill mow the property.
Mrs. Thomas provided a list of expenditures by the town for the property totaling $23,713.02.
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MR. SENA MOTIONED THAT THE TOWN OF NORTH HARMONY MARKET AND
ADVERTISE THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 5224 STOW FERRY RD. (FORMERLY
REGNER) FOR A SET PRICE OF $40,000.00 FOR THE SUMMER SEASON. MR. WHITNEY
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Sena said he would take care of the “for sale” sign.

� LIGHTHOUSE PARK: Lighthouse; blocks, signage
Mr. Sena said the lighthouse has been power washed but unfortunately the day after it was cleaned

the contractor who mows for the town had blown grass which stuck all over it. He said it will also be treated
with a biodegradable chemical for mold. He said he has fabricated a screen door to be used during this
process so that the building can dry. He said after the cleaning he would like to cut in some more vents and
inspect the building again for damage. He asked the board for authorization to put a new door on the ferry
building at a cost of $250 for a regular door and $450 for a pre-painted door that will last much longer. He
said he would donate his time to install the door. He said the lighthouse is also in need of some painting in
order to preserve it and improve its appearance for the bi-centennial anniversary of the ferry.

Mrs. Carlson said there was a sign at the ferry that said “No Boat Trailers and No Horses” and it has
gone missing.

Mr. Ryan said he would check into it.
Mrs. Carlson said Mrs. Emick has suggested that a sign stating “No Overnight Parking” be installed.
Mr. Sena agreed. He said he had called Mr. Miller at Lakeside Auto Court and left a message but has

not heard back from him.
There was further general discussion of the parking situation at the ferry.
Mr. Sena asked Mr. Ryan for more screened gravel to fill in the puddles.
Mr. Thomas asked if there is some alternative to the large “No Boats, Fire Lane” sign at the ferry.

He said it is really ugly and asked about getting something nicer.
Mrs. Carlson said there is not much point in doing anything until they complete the reconstruction of

the landings which is to begin this fall.
Mr. Sena said the company he has been dealing with has found a different type of track and will send

him a sample.
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MR. STOW MOTIONED TO PURCHASE A DOOR FOR THE FERRY BUILDING AT A COST
OF $450.00 AND A COMMERCIAL LOCK SET WITH A DEAD BOLT TO BE INSTALLED
ON THE DOOR. MR. THOMAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

� FERRY CELEBRATION 2011 – Next meeting Tues., 7/6/10 at 7:00 pm, Community Bldg.

� PERMANENT MAINTENANCE CEMETERY FUNDS
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MR. SENA MOTIONED TO KEEP ALL CEMETERY PERMANENT MAINTENANCE FUNDS
INTACT UNTIL NEEDED REPAIRS TO THE CEMETERIES ARE MADE. MR. THOMAS
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Mr. Ryan said Maple Grove Cemetery really needs to be black topped.
Mrs. Carlson said in the past the highway had just done the work. She asked Mr. Ryan to keep track

of related expenditures.

� DOG ENUMERATION
Mrs. Thomas said previously the board had authorized an enumeration in June. She said she and

Mrs. Best had discussed it and felt that it would be in the towns and residents best interest to hold a rabies
clinic prior to the enumeration which was not possible in June because the AFD Station #2 where the clinic is
usually held is under construction. She said she has sent a letter to the Commissioner’s requesting the use of
the station sometime in mid-September (after summer residents have left) and suggested starting the
enumeration after the clinic is held. She said this would give dog owners a chance to get their animals
vaccinated and allow them an opportunity to license their pets at the same time.

� CLMC – LAKE PLAN
Mrs. Carlson said the draft plan has been completed and their expectations will place a lot of

pressure on the towns as far as signing on to what they want to accomplish. She said she has a copy available
if anyone wishes to review it.

� CORNER LOT IN ASHVILLE
Mrs. Carlson said Mr. Ryan had highway employees clean it up and it is looking much better. She

said Lisa Certo-Card has volunteered to do some planting there. Mrs. Carlson said it would be nice to get it
done before Ashville Day.

� MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
Mrs. Carlson thanked all those who had helped plan and participate in the service.

� HIGHWAY BUILDING PROJECT – Bore test for land stability $3,550.00
Mrs. Carlson said the committee had met and looked over the land for the new highway building.

She said Mr. Stow advised that a bore test should be done to determine what type of soil, etc. the building
will be placed on. She said they would do 6 bores, mobilization and demobilization is $400, auger drilling
and split spoon sampling down 125’ is $1,750.00, 3 geotechnical reports with foundation recommendations at
$1,400.00.

Mr. Sena said the land is gravel soil, the same as what his property next door is on which is very
stable and questioned the expenditure.

Mr. Lawson said that the test should be done because the highway building will have large square
footage with wide doors and you need to know what the soil can bear in weight. He said you do not get the
same type of information from drilling a well that you do from the bore tests.

Mrs. Carlson said the testing should be done because it is a public building. She indicated that the
new Fire Hall had been required to do the test prior to construction.

�������������
���
�
MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED THAT THE TOWN DO THE BORE TESTING AT THE HIGHWAY
BUILDING PROPERTY. MR. STOW SECONDED. MR. THOMAS, MR. WHITNEY, MRS.
CARLSON, MR. STOW, YES; MR. SENA, NO. THE MOTION WAS CARRIED.
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� RE-NAME 1st OLD BRIDGE ROAD
Mrs. Carlson said Mr. Ryan has suggested that the 1st Old Bridge Rd. located off Rt. 394 be renamed

because it no longer loops around and there are two roads with that name in Stow.
Mr. Ryan said having two roads next to each other with the same name is confusing, especially when

giving directions.
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. THOMAS AND SECONDED BY MR. SENA, RE-NAMING
OLD BRIDGE RD. #1 WAS TABLED FOR NAME SUGGESTIONS. THE MOTION WAS
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

� CLA – WEEDCUTTERS WILL BEGIN OPERATIONS AFTER 6/1/10
Mrs. Carlson said she had complaints about weeds on the lake and had called the CLA. She said

they had indicated that they would start cutting weeds as soon as the spawning season was over. She said the
CLA had started cutting curly pond weed on Monday the 17th.

� BED TAX GRANT PROJECT BLY HILL RD. – APPLICATION SUBMITTED
Mrs. Carlson said the town has applied for Bed Tax Grant funds for the Bly Hill Drainage

Improvement project.
Mr. Ryan said he and Mr. Lloyd had met to discuss implementation of ditch work on Bly Hill Rd. to

prevent erosion and slow the water coming down the hill toward the lake. He said the ravine on the lower
side by Federico’s property needs to be addressed to slow the water. He said he has a lot of cement and
perhaps it could be used to fill in the area but if it is on private property an easement will have to be discussed
with the owner. He said he would try to contact the Federico’s to discuss the matter.

� BANNERS FOR ROADSIDES
There was general discussion of the purchase of pole banners for both Stow and Ashville. Both Mrs.

Carlson and Mrs. Thomas have contacted local and other companies to determine costs, etc. Mrs. Carlson
said that approval for the location of the banners on utility poles would have to be sought.

� PAT O’BRIEN - $1/HR RAISE EFFECTIVE 7/1/10
Mr. Ryan approved the award of a $1/HR raise for Pat O’Brien.
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. THOMAS AND SECONDED BY MR. STOW, HIGHWAY
M.E.O., PAT O’BRIEN WAS AWARDED A $1/HR RAISE EFFECTIVE 7/1/2010. THE
MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

� COMPLAINT ABOUT FISH AT CHENEY’S PT. CLEANED AND REMAINS DUMPED IN
THE CREEK
Mrs. Carlson said she had received a complaint that the Amish have been cleaning fish and dumping

the remains into Cheney Creek. She said according to DEC regulations the remains must be disposed of by
either taking them at least 100’ out into the lake or buried on shore. She said she had spoken to the Health
Dept. about the issue.

During discussion it was agreed that perhaps the DEC should discuss the matter with those involved.
TOWN BOARD
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� ASHVILLE DAY CELEBRATION – SATURDAY 7/17/10
Mrs. Thomas said the parade would begin at 10:00 AM; free flea market spaces are available on the

Commons; she said the town will be sponsoring a bounce house on the Common’s and the Llama Club will



provide fireworks at 10:00 PM.

� YOUTH REC CONTRACT WITH HARMONY
Mrs. Carlson said currently Harmony contributes $2,000.00 toward the joint program which has a

total cost of $5,600.00. She said she had suggested to Supervisor Eddy that since the number of enrollees
from Harmony and North Harmony are equal, perhaps they would consider raising the amount of their
contribution next year. She said Mr. Eddy indicated he would bring it up at their next meeting.

� HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR VICKIE STOW, COURT CLERK
Mrs. Carlson said Mrs. Stow has asked for health insurance coverage to commence 7/1/10. She said

the insurance would be pro-rated for ½ of the deductable ($1,500.00) and since Mrs. Stow works more than
26 hrs. per week she is eligible.
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED TO AUTHORIZE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE (PRO-
RATED FOR 2010 DEDUCTABLE OF $1,500.000) FOR VICKIE STOW, COURT CLERK,
COMMENCING 7/1/2010. MR. THOMAS SECONDED. MR. THOMAS, YES; MR. WHITNEY,
YES; MRS. CARLSON, YES; MR. STOW, ABSTAIN; MR. SENA, YES. THE MOTION WAS
CARRIED.

� NYS EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM – INCENTIVES
Mrs. Carlson said NYS is providing a retirement incentive of one month’s extra service up to 3

years. She said Mr. Ryan is the only employee eligible and is not interested at this time.

� NYS DOT CHIPS NOTIFICIATION OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $108,854.00

� CHAUTAUQUA CO. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
Mrs. Carlson said a letter had been received from them requesting support for their agency which

may be eliminated from the county budget. She said they do a lot for our town and would like to support
them.

Mr. Gould said in the preliminary budget they are scheduled to be eliminated along with the Youth
Bureau and Dept. of Aging.
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MRS. CARLSON MOTIONED TO SEND A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE CONTINUATION
OF THE CHATAUQUA CO. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DEPT. MR. STOW
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

� NORTH HARMONY DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Mrs. Carlson said the Planning Board has completed the Draft Comprehensive Plan and is ready to

hold a Public Hearing. She said the Planning Board would be setting their hearing date and 8/14/10 had been
discussed.
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Mr. Sena said he had attended the meeting and the board was already discussing changes to the draft
plan including some wording on the Ferry and eliminated specifications about 15% slope. He said the PB
would like to have a meeting on 6/29/10 to make up for the missed May meeting.

There was discussion of providing a link to the plan on the town website when Mr. McCord has it
ready.
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED TO AUTHORIZE A COMPENSATED MAKE UP MEETING FOR
THE PLANNING BOARD TO BE HELD 6/29/2010 AT 7:00 PM. MR. SENA SECONDED AND
THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

�
� NEW TOWN HIGHWAY BUILDING PROJECT

Mrs. Carlson said she had requested that Rex Tolman provide an estimate of building design on the
new highway building. She asked Mr. Stapleton if it should be put out to bid.

Mr. Stapleton said yes.
Mr. Sena said the board had previously discussed purchasing the plans from Sherman or Carroll for

the building and adding our own modifications. He expressed concern that adding extra footage and an
engineer design would make the project unaffordable for the town.

There was extensive discussion of the length of the building and width of the bay doors in order to
accommodate the snow plows (i.e. 16’). Other items discussed were number of bays and costs of new
building design.

Mr. Whitney said further discussion of the plan is obviously needed before moving forward.
Mr. Ryan said he would ask to borrow both the Town of Carroll and Sherman’s plans for review.

�
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JAY GOULD, LEGISLATOR
Mr. Gould said the following occurred in the Legislature in May:

�
Resolution to have public hearing to lease space to the FAA at the airport (588 sq. ft. at $300/mo.
with a 5 year lease)

�
Resolution passed for Summer hours at the County 6/1 – 9/3/10 8:30-4:30

�
Accepted $9,000 payment from Cattaraugus Co. for MediVac Helicopter

�
Accepted bid ($140/day 11/1/11 – 12/31/15) from Monroe Co. to house local inmates who may need
to go to the Rochester Psychiatric Center

�
Put money from 2% bed tax funds for projects (N.H. Lighthouse Park permeable pavement) into
reserve account. If town decides to do the project in the future they will have to reapply.

�
Voted down eliminating salaries for legislature (19 to 6)

�
Voted down reducing size of legislature to 19 (14 to 11)

�
Special committee meeting and subsequent legislative meeting for Administrative Services to discuss
Early Retirement and two sales tax resolutions. Early retirement incentive offered; if you retire by
8/1/10 you will get $15,000 bonus or 2 years health insurance coverage; 9/1/10 $10,000 or 1 years
health insurance; 10/1/10 $5,000 or ½ years health insurance.

�
Sales tax resolution to stay at 7 ¾ % and not go to 7 ½ % on 12/31/10 or swap sales tax for Medicaid
(towns to be held harmless)

�
Dog License Motion opposed to State forcing Towns to take over licensing passed 17 to 8.
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RANDY HOLCOMB, ASSESSOR
Mrs. Carlson said the assessor’s report indicated that Grievance Day has resulted in a total reduction

of $505,800.00 in assessments of the 14 cases appearing.

GARY RYAN, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Mr. Ryan said the highway has been hand patching and ditching. He said they have completed the



parking area in Stow and he will contact the county about borrowing their striper to put down the parking
lines.

Mr. Sena said in between the two catch basins by Hogan’s there is quite a puddle and asked Mr.
Ryan if something could be done about it.

Mr. Ryan said he would look into it.

HOWARD PEACOCK, JUSTICE (written report in minute book)
Mr. Peacock said there have been a number of work zone speed violations in the court.

BRAD LAWSON, ZONING C.E.O. (written report in minute book)
Mr. Lawson said he has been busy. He said the trailer in violation on Butts Rd. should be removed

by now. He said he has sent violations in Loomis Bay and in the Stow area for failure to maintain lawns. He
said the issue with the RV on Baker Rd. had been heard by the ZBA and they had granted a Special Permit.
He said he had contacted the DOT about the proposed produce stand at the Ashville four corners. He said
they indicated they have no issue with the parking.

Mr. Whitney asked about the violation for the storage facility on Rt. 394 and Wells Bay Rd.
Mr. Lawson said when the permit was granted for the facility the ZBA had imposed conditions

which the applicant has failed to implement (plantings, signage). He said he had sent a letter in Jan. along
with a copy of the conditions highlighted to the owner and had not heard back from them. He said the ZBA
has asked him to send a violation and if the owner does not respond they will vote on whether or not to re-
hear the case.

NANCY THOMAS, TOWN CLERK (written report in minute book)
Mrs. Thomas said she had nothing further to add to her written report.
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ON A MOTION MADE BY MR. SENA AND SECONDED BY MR. STOW, THE TOWN
CLERK’S REPORT WAS ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

SALLY P. CARLSON, SUPERVISOR: (copy of report in Minute Book)
Mrs. Carlson said North Harmony will be sponsoring some stream clean ups on 9/11/10, and if

anyone is interested in volunteering to help, they should let her know.
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MR. THOMAS MOTIONED THAT THE SUPERVISOR’S REPORT BE ACCEPTED AS
PRESENTED. MR. STOW SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

�
�
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE GENERAL FUND
VOUCHERS AS AUDITED AND REVIEWED EARLIER. MR.STOW SECONDED AND THE
MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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MR. WHITNEY MOTIONED TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE HIGHWAY FUND
VOUCHERS AS AUDITED AND REVIEWED EARLIER. MR. SENA SECONDED AND THE
MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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MR. THOMAS MOTIONED FOR ADJOURNMENT AT 9:45 PM. MR. STOW SECONDED AND

THE MOTION WAS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Nancy Thomas
Town Clerk
�


